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Abstract 
Descriptive analysis of the studies using the curriculum as a descriptive and published at the Curriculum Inquiry journal is 
conducted in this study. Results revealed that literature review is the preferred method, document analysis is the preferred data 
collection tool, purposeful sampling is the preferred sampling method, qualitative research is the most used research, and 
elementary education is the most investigated level in the studies. Future research should concentrate on other respective journals 
to reach the broad understanding of the studies conducted in the Curriculum and Instruction. 
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1. Introduction 
In our time, as a result of significant expansion of scientific knowledge, the most crucial requirement of 
information era becomes not to have knowledge but to know how to reach correct ones that are beneficial for us. In 
these days, the most important sources that lead us to reach scientific knowledge are doctorate theses, master theses 
and journals that contain scientific publications. According to Balcı (1997), educational researches are 
interdisciplinary researches that test scientific hypotheses, detect empirical and analytic relations and show 
importance of educational applications. As in all branches of science, there are numerous studies in educational 
sciences (Tavşancıl and others, 2010) that try to produce valid and reliable knowledge. There are researches that try 
to describe researches in educational sciences (Arık and Türkmen, 2009; Bıkmaz and others, 2010; Ozan and Köse, 
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2014; Saracaloğlu and Dursun, 2010). There are also scientific journals that concentrate on the areas of curriculum 
and instruction specifically. Studying the articles of the journals that publish in the areas of curriculum and 
instruction leads researchers about the target people with whom the researches are realized and about the preferred 
research method. Because of that reason, in this research, the descriptive analysis of the publishing in the 
Curriculum Inquiry that precedes in the area of curriculum development is realized. 
Curriculum Inquiry journal is one of the publications that contain studies about curriculum. In this research, the 
descriptive analysis of the articles that uses curriculum description in the years from 2005 to 2013 in Curriculum 
Inquiry that included in the Web of Science with prestigious publications. 
2. Method 
In this study, descriptive analysis method is used (Balcı, 2005). Descriptive analysis of 66 articles about the 
curricula of the years from 2005 to 2013 that are published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and included in the Web 
of Science are realized and the answers of the questions below are replied. 
 1-What is the dispersion of the researchers’ genders? 
 2-What is the numerical dispersion of articles according to the years? 
 3-What type of research patterns are used in articles? 
 4-What are the data collecting instruments that are used in articles? 
 5-What types of sampling are used in articles? 
 6-What is the research method that has been used? 
 7-What is the target people of the articles? 
2.1. Data Collecting and Analysis 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the document 
analysis is realized by accessing the ones in Web of Science.  66 publications are included in analyzing the research. 
Genders of researchers, patterns that used in articles sampling types and the educational level that the research is 
realized are dealt in document analyzing. The descriptive analysis of the collected data is realized and percentage 
distributions are defined. 
2.2. Data and Interpretation 
In the years between 2005 to 2013, what is the distribution of gender of the researchers of the articles that are 
published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and included in Web of Science? These data in Table-1 are collected by 
analyzing that question. 
Table 1: Distribution of Genders of the Researchers 
Gender f % 
Female 34 52 
Male 32 48 
Total 66 100 
 
As a result of that the gender analysis of the researches is done, it is detected that the 52 percent of researchers 
are female and 48 percent of them is male who published those researches. With respect to that result, it is 
understood that the proportion is nearly same in both genders. 
 In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and what is the 
distribution of the articles in Web of Science from the point of their publication dates? These data in Table-2 are 
collected by analyzing that question.  
 
Table 2: Distribution of the Publications according to the years 
3201 Elif Akdemir et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  174 ( 2015 )  3199 – 3203 
Publication date f % 
2005 7 11 
2006 5 8 
2007 7 11 
2008 8 12 
2009 10 14 
2010 6 9 
2011 5 8 
2012 11 16 
2013 7 11 
Total 66 100 
 
With respect to analyzing the researches’ distribution of the years, it is understood that 16 percent of them are in 
2012 and 14 percent of them are in 2009. It is seen as the numbers of studies are increased until 2009 and decreased 
after that year and the top number of the publications is realized in 2012. Publications of 2014 are not included in 
Web of Science yet. 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the question 
of that which types of research patterns are used in the articles in Web of Science results in the data in Table-3.  
 
Table 3: Research Patterns that used in Researches 
Research Pattern f % 
Literature Review 34 54 
Modelling 0 0 
Content Analysis 11 16 
Descriptive Research 16 22 
Experimental Research 1 2 
Grounded Theory 0 0 
Case Study 4 6 
Total 66 100 
 
As a result of analyzing numerical distribution of research patterns of published studies, it is understood that 54 
percent as literature review, 22 percent as descriptive research, 16 percent as content analysis, 6 percent as case 
study and 2 percent as experimental research used. With those results, it is said that in curriculum studies, literature 
search and descriptive research are used more. 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the question 
of that what type of data collecting instrument is used in articles in Web of Science. By answering that question, that 
information is formed. 
 
Table 4: Data Collecting Instruments 
Data Collecting Instruments f % 
Document Analysis 47 55 
Interview  22 25 
Observation 14 16 
Testing 1 1 
Survey 3 3 
   
By looking the distribution of data collecting instruments in published works, it is understood that 55 percent as 
document analysis, 25 percent as interviewing, 16 percent as observation and 4 percent as testing and surveying are 
used. Also, it is reached that there is not only one data collecting instrument used, but more than one. The most used 
data collecting instrument is documents while the least used ones are testing and surveying. 
3202   Elif Akdemir et al. /  Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences  174 ( 2015 )  3199 – 3203 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the question 
of that what type of sampling is used in the articles in Web of Science establishes the observations in the Table-5. 
 
Table 5: Sampling Types 
Sampling Types f % 
Purposive Sampling  14 56 
Convenience Sampling  6 24 
Proportionate Stratified Sampling 3 12 
Disproportionate Stratified Sampling 1 4 
Maximum variance Sampling 1 4 
Total 25 100 
 
By analyzing the sampling types used in researches, it is realized that 56 percent as purposed sampling, 24 
percent as convenience sampling, 12 percent as proportionate stratified sampling and 4 percent as disproportionate 
stratified sampling and maximum variance sampling are used. As a conclusion, purposed sampling is preferred 
mostly. 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the question 
of that which type of research method is used in the articles in Web of Science establishes the observations in the 
Table-6. 
 
Table 6: Research Method 
Research Method f % 
Qualitative 62 91 
Quantitative 1 3 
Mixed 3 9 
Total 66 100 
 
By analyzing the distribution of research methods used in researches, it is realized that 91 percent as qualitative, 
9 percent as mixed method and 3 percent as quantitative research method are used. 
In 2005 to 2013, there are 66 articles about curriculum published in Curriculum Inquiry journal and the question 
of that what is the target population of the articles in Web of Science forms the observations in the Table-7. 
 
Table 7: Target Population 
Target Population f % 
Primary School 5 21 
Secondary School 11 47 
University 2 8 
Teachers 6 24 
Total  24 100 
 
By analyzing the target population of the published studies, it is understood that 47 percent with secondary 
school, 24 percent with teachers, 21 percent with primary school and 8 percent with university students are realized. 
As a result, it is argued that those researches are maintained mostly in secondary education. 
3. Conclusion and Recommendations 
In that research, the descriptive analysis of 66 published researches from different criteria is realized by searching 
the years from 2005 to 2013 of Curriculum Inquiry journal that uses definition of curriculum in itself by the digital 
library of Web of Science. As a result, it is seen as both genders have nearly same proportions in those publications. 
Also, the numbers of researches are increased until 2009 and decreased coming years. However, in 2012, it is 
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increased again and reached the maximum publication number. Again, it is understood that literature and descriptive 
researches are included most, the most used data collecting instrument is documents and the least one is tests and 
surveys. Also, it is observed that the purposive sampling is used mostly and quantitative research method is not 
included in those published researches. That observation does not fit to the results of Ozan and Köse (2014). It is 
concluded as Curriculum Inquiry journal pays more attention on qualitative works. Other than that, the results from 
that study shows that the researches are realized mostly in secondary school levels.  
In that research, the descriptive analysis of Curriculum Inquiry journal that precedes in the subject of curriculum 
development is realized. Further researches’ concentration on same works in that subject in other journals leads to 
define the way to be followed by curriculum researches. 
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